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A message from Dr. Tina Kerr  

SCHOOL BOARD LEADERS HONORED IN JANUARY  

ñSchool Boards LeadStrongò 

 Gov. Jennifer Granholm and the State Board of Education have 

recognized January as School Board Recognition Month, and Bangor 

Township Schools is joining 552 local and 57 intermediate school districts 

across the state to thank these community volunteers for their untiring dedi-

cation to public education.  

 Michiganders benefit every day from the dedicated energies and 

countless hours devoted by a group of more than 4,000 men and women 

across the state. These public servants are elected to serve by our commu-

nity and receive little recognition for the difficult job that they do. They are 

dedicated individuals who are committed to the continuing success of our 

schools and students. 

 In a climate of change and challenge, school board members in 

Bangor Township Schools develop policies and make tough decisions on 

complex educational and social issues that affect the entire community and 

impact individual students. They bear responsibility an oversight for an an-

nual budget of $20 million, 2,482 students, 325 employees and five build-

ings.  

 We proudly join educators and community members in saluting 

these education advocates as they provide vision and leadership for stu-

dent achievement, academic programs, district funding and school facilities. 

Their service ensures that decisions about local public schools are made by 

those most familiar with the needs of our communityôs children and families. 

They preserve the core of our democracyðpublic edu-

cation. 

 Our Board members were honored at our 

Regular Board meeting scheduled for January 25
th
.  

The men and women serving Bangor Township Schools 

and their years of service are  

Richard Kowalski ï 23 years;  

John Loop ï 8 years;  

Mark Seymour ï 5 years;  

Tim Allen ï 5 years;  

Brian Tobin ï 4 years;  

Michael Bacigalupo ï 3 years;  

Melissa Kaczmarek ï 2 years.  

January is National School Board Recognition Month, and sixth-graders at Christa McAuliffe 

Middle School spent a  week learning about the duties of our board members.  They read and 

discussed an article which outlined seven different responsibilities for which school board 

members are responsible:  student achievement, policy making, evaluation, board-

administration relations, budget responsibilities, public relations and political relations. For the 

next few days many of these students made posters that visually represented these important 

responsibilities.   This poster contest was won by Alisha Lodewyk and Alexandra Steff. 

 On Thursday, January 21, Dr. Tina Kerr and Board Member Tim Allen visited CMMS and 

spoke with the entire sixth grade class.  Some students met Dr. Kerr for the first time.  She 

explained that the Board was her ñbossò, and that she works closely with the seven-member 

board to make decisions that will benefit the children of Bangor Township.  Mr. Allen explained 

several of the Boardôs responsibilities in a way that the children could understand.  Sixth 

grader, Connor Monaghan was impressed, saying, ñThe most important job of the school 

board is student achievement, like if they get all Aôs.  The MEAP is also something the Board 

will look at.ò  Molly Carmien, another sixth grade student said, ñThey have an important job 

with the budget, especially this year because the economy is bad.ò  Students finished the 

week by writing letters of thanks to the Bangor Township Schoolsô Board of Education. 

Bangor Township is fortunate to have a Board of Education dedicated to providing the best 

education possible for its children.  Our school boardôs work is especially crucial during 

Michiganôs financial crisis.  Many thanks to Richard Kowalski, Board President; John Loop, 

Vice-President; Tim Allen, Secretary; Mark Seymour, Treasurer; and Trustees Michael Baci-

galupo, Melissa Kaczmarek, and Brian Tobin.  Your continued collaboration with Superinten-

dent Tina Kerr, Assistant Superintendent Shawn Bishop and district employees is vital and 

appreciated. 
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The entire world has been responding to the needs of 

the Haitian people in the wake of their catastrophic earthquake.  The telethon HOPE FOR HAITI raised over $50 million.  That is a 

staggering amount and should make all of us realize that our planet is filled with wonderful people.  Four such wonderful peo ple  

came to Mrs. Patti Smith at CMMS after watching the devastation of Haiti over Channel One.  Sixth -graders Alisha Lodewyk, Alex-

andra Steff, Charlotte Davis and Aliah Giddings proposed that CMMS should have a fundraiser for Haiti.  After some brainstorm ing , 

it was decided that the fundraiser could be called Hearts for Haiti and that students could purchase paper hearts and a sucke r w ith 

a fifty -cent donation.  Patti Smith sought the assistance of Christa McAuliffeôs Natural Helpers through one of its advisors, Mrs. 

Tracy Wilford, and together they reached out to each building throughout Bangor Township Schools.  Principal Diane Hurley cre-

ated the hearts, and the project took flight in the elementary schools.  Student Senate advisor, Shelly Hoffman and Natural H elp-

Project H.O.P.E. experienced an-

other great year of success in 2009!  The 

annual spaghetti dinner and silent auction 

held on December 8 th  were both extremely 

successful and were the major source of 

revenue for this yearôs Christmas Giving 

Project.  Attendees were treated to a full 

meal, a wide variety of desserts, and some 

time to Christmas shop at the auction.  

With over 100 items, there was something 

for everyone at this yearôs auction.  Items ranged from gift cards, to 

crock pots, to game tables.   

 

Multiple groups also stepped up to help in the fundraising, including the elementary schools, John Glenn 

High School and Christa McAuliffe Middle School Student Senates, and the middle and high school choirs.  

The money raised from all sources was then pooled together to purchase gifts for needy children in Ban-

gor families.  Bangor Township Schoolsô staff, students, and parents first purchased many gifts from the 

giving tree to meet the requests of the families.  In addition, any gifts that were not bought from the giv-

ing tree were then purchased by secret shoppers using the funds raised throughout the year.  The project 

was able to help over 35 families this year, which actually amounts to nearly 100 children from all of the 

Bangor Township Schools, preschool through high school.  Each child received a sack of gifts, including 

essentials like clothes and shoes, books, board games, and other fun gifts!  
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