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Building a Better  
Bangor Township Schools  

 
A Message from Dr. Tina Kerr, Superintendent 

 
It seems every time you pick up the local newspa-
per or turn on your favorite news broadcast there 
are more jobs being lost and people suffering as 
Michiganôs economy worsens. Each of us has 
been impacted by the economy either directly or 
indirectly, and Bangor Township Schools is no 
exception. We are four months into our current 
budget year, and in the last two weeks we have 
lost over $410,000 in revenues from the State. 
Unfortunately, we are anticipating that another 
proration will occur which would cost our district 
another $316,000 in additional revenue loss. 
While this year may seem bleak, it is going to be 
overshadowed by the funding cliff for the 2010-11 
school year where we are expecting to see reve-
nue losses in excess of $2,000,000. So what have 
we done, and what can you expect from our dis-
trict? 
 
First of all, just in the past year, we have reduced 
expenditures by over $1,500,000. This coupled 
with over $3,000,000 worth of reductions made 
over the past 4-6 years, has helped us prepare for 

the funding shortfalls we are experiencing. The 
Board of Education continues its commitment to 
being fiscally responsible which has allowed us to 
stay ahead of the economic storm.   Our ongoing 
challenge has been to keep the reductions furthest 
away from our students. We are constantly evalu-
ating programs and services to see where we can 
make reductions, while not jeopardizing the effi-
ciency and quality of our programs. Our work isnôt 
done yet! 
 
Each and every staff member in our district under-
stands the seriousness of our current financial 
situation and is working diligently to find new and 
innovative ways to reduce costs. Our team ap-
proach will help us become a stronger and more 
efficient school district. We want each of our fami-
lies to know that, even with the best of intentions, 
there will be difficult decisions made in the next 
few months that will impact our students. One 
thing you can expect is that our studentsô success 
will continue to be a priority in our district. Our stu-
dents will continue to have exposure to out-
standing educational programs, as well as strong 
extracurricular opportunities. 
 
We will make every effort to keep each of you in-
formed about the challenges we face and the solu-
tions that we have developed to overcome those 
challenges. You can find valuable information by 

utilizing our website and checking for current up-
dates under ñDr. Kerrôs News Spotò.  
 
The road ahead will be difficult, but we WILL  
weather this storm and emerge a BETTER Bangor 
Township Schools. Our students deserve the 

November, 2009  

Flu Information on the web at www.bangorschools.org - click on the Health Information link.  

 

Things are moving so fast  in the news to-

day that Dr. Tina Kerr, Superintendent of 

Schools has launched a new Web page to 

help keep you informed. 

Dr. Kerr will post news and informational 

messages on the Bangor Township 

School's website to let you know about 

things that are happening at the local, state, 

and national level that impact students, 

staff, and the community.  

Visit us soon at www.bangorschools.org 

Bangor Township Schools  

3359 E. Midland Road  

Bay City, MI 48706  

Telephone:  989 - 684 - 8121  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

November 25 - 27   Thanksgiving break  

December 8    Needy Family Spaghetti Dinner and  

    Silent Auction at  John Glenn High  

    School.  Call  684 -8121 for tickets and  

    information  

December 15    Holiday Band Concert ðJGð7 p.m.  

 

December 21 - January 3  Christmas break  

Second Semester Schools of Choice openings will be posted during 

the first week of January, 2010.  The form will be available at the Edi-

son Administration Building or online at www.bangorschools.org.  Appli-

cations will be accepted January 4 -22 for grades posting openings.  

Bangor West Elementary, Preschool & Daycare  

 

 Beginning Tuesday, November 3, Bangor West will be the new home of our dis-

trictôs child care and three-year-old preschool program! The program was originally 

housed at Bangor North but since the state-wide budget cuts forced districts to better 

evaluate how they do business, we determined that we could incorporate the four- 

year-old and three-year-old programs into the elementary buildings and close Ban-

gor North, saving the district significant operational costs. In addition to the three- 

year-olds having half-day programs in our building, West will be open from 6:00 a.m. 

until 6:00 p.m. to provide child care and before/after school care for students. For 

information on the child care and the before and after school programs, call Miss 

Patricia,  the director of our child care program, at 686-8970.  
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106.3 Radio Station  
107 FM Radio Station  
22 nd  Street Salon  
94.5 The Moose Radio Station  

ABC Warehouse  
AesymmetRicks  
Aflac:  Sandy Griffith  
AIG Retirement  
Allied Office  
American Gourmet  
Ann Trahan Photography  

Atrium  
B & C Pizza  

Bangor Township Government Offices  
Bay City Health and Fitness  
Bay County Civic Arena  
Bay Cycle  

Bay Lanes  
Bay Shore Nursing Home  
Bay Vac and Pedal  
Beadle Bay Marina  
Begickôs Nursery 
Bellows  
Bier Garten  

Big Boy Restaurants  
Body Tan  
Boutell Industries  
Bradford Studio  

Castaways  

Clements Contracting  
Coca Cola Company  
Continental Home Centers  
Covenant Health Care  

DoreAble Entertainment, Inc.  
DW Sportsman Brew Pub  
Fire House Softwash  
Friends 4 Ever, LLC  
Graff Chevrolet  
Graphic Digital  
Great Lakes Harley Davidson  

Great Lakes Loons  
Gulf States, Inc.  

Hagen Ford  
Herman Hiss  
Herter Music Center  
Hills and Dales General Hospital  

Lagadie Auto  
Lia Sophia  
Little Caesars Pizza  
Maier & Associates  
Maillette Chiropractic  
Maple Leaf Golf Course  
Massage Therapy with Deb Rehmann  

MCG Plastics  
Meijers  
Memorial Healthcare  
Michigan Office Solutions  

Monitor Lanes  

Newton Eyecare Center  
Party Pals Balloonery  
Paulôs Flowers 
Photo Pro Photography  

Prime Brothers Furniture  
Qdoba Mexican Grill  
Rehmann Robson  
Saginaw Bay Underwriters  
Sandyôs Flowers 
Sequin Lumber Company  
Simmons Jewelers  

Spring Valley Golf Course  
St. Laurent Brothers  

State Farm Insurance/Ken Sherman  
State Theatre  
Subway/Washington Ave.  
Texan Family Restaurants  

Tommy Vôs 
Traxler Party Store  
Tropical Tan  
True Expressions Photograhphy  
Tuffy Muffler  
Turner Business Forms  
United States Army  

Unoôs Chicago Grill 
Valley Carpet, Inc.  
Valley Plaza Resort  
Walmart  

Wanagan Eatery  

WILL YOU 
HELP THE BTS 
SCHOLARSHIP 

FUND GROW? 

We are off to a 

great start with our 
BTS Scholarship 
Fund that was 

started one year ago.  We have col-
lected enough money (more than 
$10,000) for the BTS Scholarship 
Fund to be an Endowment Fund, 
which means we can draw off the in-
terest for scholarships. We need your 
help as our community faces many 
challenges, such as economic growth, 
safety, and our studentôs education. 
These hurdles have never been higher 
or more difficult to overcome. The Ban-
gor Township Schools Scholarship 
Fund (maintained and administered by 
the Bay Area Community Foundation) 
can provide our community with an 
opportunity to assist Bangor Township 
students to overcome these chal-
lenges. The Bangor Township Schools 
scholarship Fund provides scholar-
ships for students who are in need of 
financial assistance, allowing them to 
continue their education after high 
school. Highly educated adults will be 
a key to economic growth in Bay 
County. According to most experts, 
some post secondary education is 
needed for a young person to get a job 
with benefits, such as health insur-
ance. Secondary education comes at a 
steep price - with community college 
and trade school education costing 
upwards of $2,000 per year, which 
only covers the cost of basics, such as 
tuition and books. By contributing to 
the Bangor Township Schools Scholar-
ship Fund, more students will receive a 
secondary education and be eligible 
for ñgoodò jobs. Bay County will attract 
more high-level jobs as we develop a 
better-educated workforce. The better-
educated workforce provides a larger 
economic base that will ensure many 
positives for our community and the 
quality of life we enjoy. 

Please mail your tax-deductible con-
tribution to: 

Bay Area Community Foundation, 
Bangor Township Schoolôs Scholar-
ship Fund, 703 Washington Avenue, 
Bay City, MI 48708.  While this fund 
will benefit Bangor Township Schoolsô 
students, it is maintained and adminis-
tered by the Bay Area Community 

Foundation.  

Bangor Township Schools -  BUSINESS PARTNERS  

Each time we donate our time or talent to better the life of a child, our life too, becomes 

better.   These businesses have contributed to our school district -  and we thank them.  

 

 

Wouldnôt we all love for someone else to do 

the cooking on a school night?  It just so 

happens that on Tuesday, December 8, you 

can do just that.  Project HOPE, formally 

known as the Bangor Needy Families Pro-

ject, will be hosting its annual Spaghetti Din-

ner at John Glenn High School.  Spaghetti, 

pizza, salads, and desserts will be offered, and will be 

served between 4:30 and 7:30 pm.  There is the option 

to either eat at the dinner or purchase take-out meals.  

All proceeds will go to the Project HOPE fund that helps 

to provide essentials for Bangor Township students and 

families, and supports the Christmas Giving Project that 

benefits struggling Bangor families during the holidays. 

ñWith our economy in its current condition, we expect to 

see quite a few families needing assistance this year,ò 

said Jennifer Hall, a Project HOPE co-chair.   

ñWe need the support of 

the community for this 

fundraiser to make the 

Christmas project suc-

cessful!ò 

 

 

 

In addition to the meal, there will be a 50/50 

drawing and a silent auction taking place in 

the high school commons.  The cost of the 

meal is five dollars for adults and four dollars 

for children age six to ten.  Children five and 

under will eat for free.  Tickets may be pur-

chased in advance at any of our schools, or 

may be bought at the door.  Hope to see you on Decem-

ber 8th!  

We are accepting donations for our silent auction.  

Please call Lynne Moore at 684 -8121 ext. 202 to ar-

range pick up of your items.  We appreciate your 

support of our community.  

 



 

ITôS MORE THAN 

FOOTBALL FOR 

CMMS COACHES  

Coaches Brian Dobbins 

and Don Kain took ad-

vantage of an opportu-

nity when the BASY foot-

ball league dissolved in 

2008 by bringing the 

program home to CMMS where it is centered on the foundation of 

the John Glenn football program.  Last year the program attracted 

just over 20 players and has grown to more than 60 this year, which 

includes both seventh and eighth grade students.  

They are a self - funded program relying on contributions from spon-

sors and player fees, which has provided them with helmets and 

brand new equipment.  ñWearing the Blue and White, we teach play-

ers about pride, dedication, commitment, teamwork and leadership 

both on and off the field,ò says Coach Dobbins.  ñCMMS Football is 

more than wins and losses; itôs about 60+ hearts beating as one and 

working together to overcome the obstacles that may come our 

way.ò 

In addition to building skills and character on the field, the coaches 

have high expectations for their players off the field in the class-

room, school, and community.  

The coaches are instilling a ñGIVE BACKò attitude in their players be-

cause they believe that ñwe must give back to the community that 

supports us now and in the future.ò  Last year these young athletes 

ñgave backò to the community by raking lawns and getting them pre-

pared for winter for five elderly families.  

The CMMS football team and coaches would like to thank Dr. Tina 

Kerr, Coach Mark Miller, Paula Peterson, and all their sponsors for 

supporting this program.  Most of all, the coaches and players thank 

the community of Bangor Township.  Together we can say, ñWE ARE 

JOHN GLENN!ò 
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Students in Mrs. Millerôs sixth grade geography class demonstrated their knowledge of 

the Five Themes of Geography by creating pop-up folders.   Using words and pictures, 

they created a fictitious place in which the following geographic themes were repre-

sented:  Location, Place, Human Environment Interaction, Movement, and Region.  After 

assembling their pop-up folders, students presented their imaginative locations to the 

class.   

Masters Lap Swim Program  

On most Saturday mornings throughout the school year, 

thereôs a group of swimmers that meet at the John Glenn 

pool for 2 hours of lap swim. Theyôre part of a small club that is look-

ing for new members.  

If youôre interested in hearing more, please call Jennifer Gradowski, 

John Glenn Pool Coordinator, for more information! 686-7640, ext. 

220. Swimmersô range in age from their early 20ôs to late 60ôs and 

swim from 9:00 ï 11:00 a.m.  


